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What is root canal treatment, and why might I need this?

Root canal treatment (or
endodontics) is needed when the
nerves and blood vessels of the
tooth (the pulp) are infected
through tooth decay or injury.

When the pulp becomes infected,
the nerve of the tooth will begin to
die. The infection may spread
down the root canal of the tooth,
into the bone at the tip of the root,
and may eventually lead to an
abscess. An abscess is an inflamed
area in which pus collects and can
cause pain and swelling of the
tissues around the tooth.

In the early stages of the infection
you may not feel any pain,
however the symptoms of an
abscess can range from a dull ache
to severe pain and the tooth may
be tender when you bite.

Sometimes the infection can

progress to the point where the
swelling threatens to block the
airway, causing difficulty
breathing. Abscesses can also
make you generally ill with fever,
chills, nausea, vomiting, and
diarrhoea.

In order to save the tooth, and
eliminate the infection, you would
need root canal treatment. If root
canal treatment is not carried out,
the infection will spread and the
tooth may need to be extracted.

Root canal treatment is carried out
under local anaesthetic and should
feel no different to having an
ordinary filling done. There may
be some tenderness afterwards but
this should gradually lessen over
time.

Many patients go to the dentist for
an emergency appointment, get a

course of antibiotics and start to
feel much better. Then, because
they feel well, they don’t return to
have the root canal treatment.
However, without root canal
treatment, the infected tissue
remains inside the tooth causing
the infection to spread again and
the problem returns. Delaying
treatment also reduces the
prospects of success and it may
prove impossible for your dentist
to save the tooth at a later stage.

If you have any questions about
root canal treatment, please speak
to a member of the practice team.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter
or Google+ for more news, tips
and special offers
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Going on holiday? How about a
TePe Interdental Brush Travel Case?

TePe Interdental Brush Travel Cases are a hygienic |

way to store and transport your TePe Interdental
Brushes.

Its compact design is the perfect size for a pocket or
handbag and is great for holidays!
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Each case holds up to 6 x TePe
Interdental Brushes (Tepe Brushes not
included).

Available in four different
colours (colours subject to
stock) and made from

environmentally friendly |

polypropylene.

Available from reception for
only £1.80 each.

Special Offer - £10 reward!
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| We are taking on new private patients, and what :
better than a recommendation from you, our |
| valued patients! I

|

|

B you have a friend who would be interested in
| Joining our practice, please cut out this coupon, |
| filling in your name and contact number in the |
| space below, and pass it on for your chance to |
| receive £10 worth of gift vouchers redeemable |
against any of our oral healthcare products. I
Your friend will also be rewarded with a 15% I
| discount off their initial examination fee |
| (normal cost £65.00), saving them £9.75 on |
| their first visit. |

|
| When your friend presents this coupon at their |
| first appointment, we will contact you so you can |
I collect your £10 voucher. |

Quite Interesting... Did you know about one in
every 2000 babies is born with one or more natal
teeth? So sometimes baby's first dental appointment
is only a few days after birth.

Natal teeth usually grow on the bottom gums and tend
to have weak roots; they're often removed to prevent
problems with breastfeeding and accidental
swallowing.

Napoleon, Hannibal, Richard III and Julius Caesar
were all said to be born with teeth... Well I never!

| For further information, terms and conditions |

| please speak to one of our friendly receptionists |

I who will be happy to help. This offer is only valid |

I using an official patient referral coupon. Terms
and conditions apply. Offer ends on 3ist

| December 2016.
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